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ente, pon M readily conclude when Je con 
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baue bere examiv'd, was pr A. 
you: and with what other view than to proſelite. you 10 ay 
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in duty as far as/in me — to? 
BY berefore Tr, 
Per; if it do's at all contribute to eftabliſh you inthe faith, 
it is all the author aims at. Had I any other endin view, 
or bad ] bein ambitibn of 


more popular, and not embarked my ſelf in 4 _ 


| of the 


or rather — 


(iv! 


it not then bigh time for ſome, or other, to interpoſe in your. 


defturr? and who is more 324 7 
ſet ven u, and therefore am bound 
the ſowing gf ares. : 
a the following 


to your 


offering to the world any 
thing I could do, I would have wrote wpon a ſubjeck 


for which I may expet the common fate of my br 
thren, that have wrote before me, and that is, $ 
meet with as cramp rheorick from 1 the populace of the 


other fide as rage and malice tan inſpire z ſome of 


which from my own experience I can ſay never ceaſe to 
throw about firebrands, arrows, &c. N 


72 friends, | let nos tbeſe be your me 
ae religions leaſt you ſbou d le 


0 


looſe it in the conteſt. It is not the way — any to 


gain credit and reputation 10 a cauſe, to diſpute them- 


ſelves into a fever; it cou'd. never be the deſign of God, 


wor yet acceptable to him, that any ſhou'd contend for 
bis zruths at the expence of his laws : therefore all de- 
bates manag'd wth. hard words, hatred and malice, 
( ?vils fire to chriflian virtue and, the* laws 
bo 4 — plainly *. that all paſeſ d with 
ſuch irregular paſſions give up the cauſe they plead for: 
1 was when their arguments were ſpent, and their 
reaſons erbauſted that Chriſt's enemies took up ſtones to 


kill him. Yet tis too euldent to be Heny'd; that the 


method 2855 <ontroyerſy bas been by ſome manag'd in, 


bas Dad % lain tendenty' 6 overthrow. tha praffice of 
4 dium Wes even by the over bated Leal expreſs'd for. 
divine Hubs. bw many unruly fticklers for truth, 


' adodentes for: chi:iftianity. treat 


Fhoſe that tiffer fro 
e dur f db the devil bimpetf" I our brother dif- 
onus in bis ſentiments why fed we; therefore 


£4 "bins" Wes more Ya ws wou'd A . perſon differs 
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m ibem even worſe. than the archy 
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* 
212 


. (v) 5 
ing in the colour or complexion of the face ? ſhou'd wh 
not rather pity bim? and as much ſympathize with 4 
perſon of a diſordered mind as of a diſeaſed body ? why 
ou d either party that have freedom to pray for Pagans, 
and Mahometans, with the ſame mouth anathematize 
their on kindsfolks and countrymen ? I ſpeak not this as 
| if 1 meant to accuſe thoſe of our church or you that are my 
33 pariſbioners, why have ſo generouſly ſtood in the gap and 

== ſacrificed your peace, quiet and ſubſtance, to an excellent 

cauſe and truly orthodox and apoſtolick church. And 

much leſs wou'd I be thought hereby to diſcourage you from 

being as zealous for the faith and as conſtant in its defence, 
| as both your duty requires, and, as I bleſs God, all of you 
are this day, and I hope and am perſuaded will ever 

| be ſo. But I ſpeak this to beſeech and exhort you to adorn 
| your profeſſion by a ſuitable converſation, and not to ſuf» 

\, fer your Zeal for your faith ever to carry you to any un- 
chriſtian or unwarrantable meaſures in the defence of it, 
| but to live up to the honour of your Church as well as to 

„ | , diſpute for it. And now if there be any concern for your 


church's honour, if any value for your immortal ſouls, if 
you defire the bleſſing of God naw, and the benefit of his 
| promiſe in the world to come, be as good as ye are orthodax, 
i as free from all corruption in your manners as, God be 
I thanked, you are from error in your belief; and as ye 
1 are now apparently more concerned for your religion than 
Perhaps any of you have been, ſo go on in well-aomg : grow 
in grace, and then ye ſball alſo grow in the knowleage of 
Jour Lord and Saviour Jes Chriſt ; which is the fincers 
lere and ought to be the fervent prayer of - 


Vour Servant for Jeſus ſake, 


| 
| > William Holmes. 
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N the frontiſpiece of his letter, the gentleman 

addreſſes his friend with a very great air of ſo- 
lemnity: he gives him the laſt ſpeech, and dy- 
ing Words of his departing friend upon our late 
controverſies; or as he himſelt expreſſes it; Aha 
of diſorders forbids me to expe that I ſhall continue much 
longer in this world; and it is now nothing to me. But 
before I go hence, and be no more, I am willing to give you 
my _ thoughts upon your late controverfies. I hope no 


thinking reader will be conjur'd into a compliance 


with him in his ſentiments, from all that he has offer- 
ed of this ſort, it being certain that no point of doc- 
| NG 1 
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| _ trineistobetry'dbyſucha ſtandard as the opinion of 
3 dying men: it i certain that men of the oppoſite fide 
Hof the queſtion expect to die as well as he, and ix is 
dertain that men do not become infallible whenever 
loaded with diſorders, but it's very poſſible that a man 
in his very laſt gaſps may aſſert wrong principles: ſo 
that theſe ſorry pleas are arguments with me only that | 
they who uſe them apprehend need them inſteg 
bo fk better. He further adds, Au I hope you wil . 
ritably bilieve (1 am ſure my very heart ſays its trad) 
 #hat I ſet me down to do this without being conſcious of any 
partial inclination 10, or An 7255 am party. The 
whole is, I aſſure you, I think I ſpeak truth; but to 
what purpoſe is this? for the certainty ot this propo- 
_ peach n the johns the _ 
ch Upon the veracity of the perſon that ſpeaks them, 
and ſo ne no additional Wengch es What is be- 
fore affirmed, for a hundred aſſertions of the truth ot 
what I ſay, will never alter the nature of things, fo 
Zz to turn truth into falſhood, or fable into goſpel. „ 
Before I proceed any farther in the controverſy I 
can't but applaud this gentleman for his honeſt candor 
th openly avowing (what others for ſome time were 
Wi 5 to keep as a ſecret,) that the Nenſubſcriber: 
were for univerſal communion with all that give them- 
ſelves the name of chriſtians, how dangerous ſoever 
be the errors they maintain. We from the beginning 
were under {ome fears that it was this they were driv- 
ing at, but durſt hardly ſay ſo, leaſt we ſhou'd be 
br with the odious name of uncharitable biggots. 


"# 
. 


na M5 


Tea, when a | Oe ot worth. of. this church, 1 
but faid that their principles and reaſoning had this 


| | tendency, they.loudly cry'd out againſt him and were I 
—_ — | e But perhaps things 2 


| 

were not ripe for their — ſuch a principle then; | 

their people were not prepar'd for digeſting it at that | 

time of day; I believe indeed it wou'd have gone but | 

very ill downeyen with thoſe Who are moſt attach d | 

to them now, had they been but a very few years i 
— — ee | 


23 


a 


( 9;), | | 
one made to believe that this lay at the bottom, 
at this the Nonſubſcribers were aiming at. Bur now 
things being better ripened, and the populace bet- 
ter prepar'd to receive it, this getitleman opens the. 
fcene and ſets Neu- ligbi in a clearer light than any 
who came before him; he will not, as others have 
done, trifle with us, or conceal himſelf under any 
vain ſubtertuges, but freely .avow that he will keep 
__ communion with all denominations of chriſtians, 
'Tho' ſometimes he delivers himfelf in ſuch abſtruſe 
and general phraſes, that tis hard to find our his 
dritt or meaning; yet in the main that he has re- 
duc'd the controverſie to this narrow point, is e- 
vident from the whole of his reaſoning, as well as 
from the very ſtating of the queſtion in debate in 
theſe words z 3 | 
. Whether any teſ of orthodoxy befide the boly ſcrip- 
tures ought ta be impos'd as 4 term of communion; and 
whether a profeſſion of receiving the Scriptures as the 
» 1-4 word of God, and the chriſtian faith as reveald in 
|  rbem, does not inditle a man to communion chriftian and 
miniſterial, if no objections lie againſt him in other re- 
ſpefts ? the negative of this (lays he) bas been warmly 
pleaded, the truth I bumbly think lies on the other Ade. 
The author's fide of the queſtion when reduc'd to 
an aſſertion amounts to this, viz. That we are bound 
10 keep communion chriſtian and miniſterial with all that 
profeſs to believe that the ſcripture is the word of God; 
ut if it be ſo then we muſt keep communion with 
the Arians, Sabellians, Socinians, Quakers, Papiſts, 
and a hundred others, in a word with all man- 
) . kind but a Pagan, Mahometan, Deift, and Few, Why? 
| . becauſc all will take the Te, and own the ſcrip- 
tures by bulk to be the word of God. But what 
ö kind of Babel. lite confuſion ſhould this make, or 
what end cou'd be gain'd by this agreement in 
' ſounds only, where men fo widely differ in the 
ſenſe and meaning ot the words they ſpeak ? ſurely 
E none other but a union of hereſies at the ſad ex- 
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pence of truth. Accordi 


of the church chat 
we may enlarge its doors, ſo that it eou d no lo 


be a hedged vineyard, or a fenced city; but thus 


ſapp'd and undermin d become a ruinous heap. 


But let us ſuppoſe the terms to be as catholick 
as this gentleman wou'd have them, and in conſe- 
quence thereof that all comers and 


without 
asking any further queſtions, were received into ei- 
ther chriſtian or miniſterial communion; the reſult 
of this wou'd be, that the honeſt hearted People 
wou'd have their ears conſtantly grated with falſe 


doctrine; they wou'd hear an Arias blaſpheming 
Chriſt in the one part of the day, a Papi 


preach- 
ing up ſuperſtition and idolatry in the other, and 
perhaps not hear an orthodox ſermon in their lite- 


time; or if they did once, or ſeldom hear the 


truth preach'd, they wou'd ſoon hear it contra- 


_ dicted. And as in 2 ſo in prayer; one 
or. Po 


wou'd pray for the ſucceſs pery, the next for 
the downfal of antichriſt in the ſame day, and 


| gut of the ſame pulpit; in ſuch a caſe how cou'd 
the people join in the publick prayers, - and mock 
by conſtantly pleading for and againſt the 
fame things ? this coalition of hereſies wou'd make 


G 


ſo ſad a confuſion in the church, that I can't think 


the God of order wou'd ever approve of it; and 


that becauſe this wou'd keep in the boſom of the 


church, thoſe whom by the laws of the goſpel 
we are commanded to exclude, or if we can't do 
that, to —_— from. A popiſh idolater will come 

e terms, and yet we are commanded to 


come out from ſuch idolaters, leaſt we partake with 


them in their fins. The ſcripture ſays an keretick 
after the firſt and ſecond admonition rejef 5 but our 


onſubſcribers ſay, retain him, provided he allow 


the ſcriptures to be the word of God, let the no- 
tions he has fixed upon them be what they may; 


nor can [I find out any good reaſon why he wou'd 
. — . __ 


C 


to ſuch principles | 


FR I 6 ... An.4.4 Os * . _ 


tween holding 


be goes on to ſtrengthen it with the fo 
ſons 


2 * e 8 


6119 


not keep communion with thoſe that deny the 


ſcriptures to be the word of God, ſeeing he can 
have religious fellowſhip with thoſe that have falſe 
apprehenſions of any or every particular doctrine 


therein comain'd. For where is the difference be- 
truth to be falſhood, and holding a 


falſe meaning of truth? he that can receive the 


one, with what good grace he can exclude the o- 
ther, I can't apprehend, for both equally deny the 


truth, and oppoſe the genuine doctrine of the ſcrip- 


tures. 
Once more, when we have brought into the bo- 
ſom of the church, men of all ſects and denomina- 
tions that will fay the ſcriptures are the word of 
God, it wou'd be à little difficult to find out what 


is to be their religion; I am convinc'd it 'wou'd 


puzzle the Atbenian ſociety, were they now in being 
to inform us. *Tis true it might be called the Ca- 


_ tholick Church, for it wou'd be very univerſal, but 


it cou'd never be called the Holy Catholick Church 


when made up of ſuch a medley of errors. 


But however inconſiſtent with reaſon and the 


rules of religion this aſſertion may —_ to me, 
OWing rea- 


Firſt, (ſays he) if any ſuch formula beſide the ſcrip- 
tures had been neceſſary, our Saviour won d not have 
omitted to have given us one. To which I reply, 
that whatever formula our Saviour wou'd have gi- 
ven us wou'd have been ſcripture, and ſeeing there 
are ſo many that peryert the ſcriptures, and hold 
the truths of God in unrighteouſneſs, this formula 
wou'd alſo have been perverted, and put upon the 


rack until different meanings were extorted from 


it, and therefore it wou'd have been ſtill neceſſa- 
ry to make uſe of human words, to let the world 
know in what ſenſe we held that formula. But 
you'll fay, may not human formula's be perverted, 
and falſe meanings drawn from them? tis true 

1 N | they 


| 5 
. „ , ; HL. 
they may z but whenever we find erroneous per- 
oy ſheltering themſelvek under the falie loſſes 
they pur upon them, we are at liberty to alter 
our als and add to it ſuch propoſitions as are 
moſt oppoſite to their errors, but we may not make 
ſo tree with the ſcriptures. This was the conſtant. 
practice of the primitive churches, and we find by 
experience that ſuch methods have often anſwer'd 
their end in detecting and convicting men of errors, 
and there is no reaſoning againſt experience. © 
_ Befades, . a formula ot divine Inſtitution, had it 
been ſo indiſputable that none cou'd have contro- 
verted any principle in it, but muſt of neceſſity 
have received it in its own juſt meaning, why 
then there wou d be no virtue in believing, be- 
cauſe no poſſibility of doing otherwiſe; ſo that the 
wiſdom of God did not think fit ta give us an in- 
diſputable formula, becauſe this ker * be. to alter 
dur condition and circumſtances from what God 
intended us to be, viz. creatures in a ſtate of try- 
_ * al, capable of rewards, or puniſhnicnts, accordin 
to the good or bad . uſe we. ſhou'd. make of 
divine revelation. But if this formula were ſuch as 
men might miſtake, as they do the other ſcriptures 
fo their own defiruftion, then ſuch a formula cou'd 
not be a teſ of orthodoxy, becauſe it wou'd be 
the matter in debate, and ſo cou'd not end the 
controverſy ariſing about the juſt meaning of it 
ſelfz but he farther adds, Saco; | 
He meet with ons formula in this church, with 4. 
other in that; now cou'd. our ſaviour intend this, did 
be deſegn ſuch different terms of communian, won d be 
nor bave the terms jo be the ſame in every church? 
if any confeſſion had heen at all neceſſary, wou'd be not 
given us one univerſally indiſputable? ' 
But what do's all this {ay againſt orthodox con+ 
feſſions? ſhall we not have good terms of commu- 
nion becauſe others have falſe and unſcriptural ones? 
{hall we not maintain truth becauſe others maintain 


4 


A. 
falſhood and error? will we not contend fan u 
faith of the goſpel becauſe others contend | ans 
ſcriptural traditions? if this be a good reaſon 
| we are not to have formula's' expreſſive of our} 
meaning of the ſcriprures, becauſe : others have 


erroneous ones, will not the argument be 
* that we muſt not he the truths 01 =ve: 


our pulpits becauſe others preach error and 
talſhood ? 'nay will it not be as forcible (if it be 
an argument ar all) againſt the ſcriptures, * 
human formula s? might he not * 
8 reaſoned thus? ꝰ we find one ſ 3 
= of the ſcriptures in this church, with: an- 
other in that, now cou'd our ſaviour defi HE, 
« wou'd he not have the ſenſe to be the 
4 every church? and ſeeing the ſenſe is not * ihe | 
c fame in church, the ſcriptures are not ne- 
&* ceſſary; for if they had he wow'd bare given 
* us a ible unive! indiſputable. If the ar 
ment be good in the other caſe, it mufl hàve the 
lame torce in this, and amount to this much; that 
ſeeing the bible is abus d and men have net the 
fame way of thinking about is in e 
therefore we muſt have no bil le AK al. | 


Remarks on Argument 24, viz. 


g Far buman ermula's do not ee, the 4 ow 
mean to ſerve” them, that” 'is, no doubt to . 
the chriſtian religion in its genuine purity, and. the 
chriſtian wortd from the y influences of err. 
To Which I anfwer, that tho! there be no infalli- 


ble method of preſerving chriſtian purity, yet tis 
our duty to fall; 


* 


effectual to anſwer ſo good an end. Now the 
methods pretended are, not to declare at all, or 
(which is much the lame) to doelare in ſeriptu- 
ral words, and to declare in human words our 
letiſe of the ſcriptures, I ſhall conſider — 1 

ele 


in mh, whatever method is molt 


Fe e 
theſe is the moſt effectual ſor preſerving the chriſ- 


tian religion from the unhappy influences of er- 


Ehurches ; for inſtance, a Papi and a Proteſtant 
will agree very well in ſounds, when they read 
over together theſe ſcriptural words, tbis is my bo- 
this is my blood. Shall we therefore ſay they 
ve the ſame way of thinking about the ſacrament 
r becauſe they agree that theſe 
the words of the {cripture 8 on, they largely 
in the ſenſe and meaning of. theſe w | 
y come to explain themſelyes. When a 
and a Calvinsft | 


Fa 


z. 
f. 


171 


f 
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E 


D ot 2 


but an 


no, the one underſtands the words 
of his creating the old world, the other of his re- 
_ forming the new. An Arian will confeſs in the ſame 
| and yet believe Chriſt to be a meer crea- 
ture. So that ing in ſcriptural words can 
give no ſecurity of any man's ſoundneſs im the 
ith, tor this is what the heretick may 
give into, and maintain his hereſy never the leſs; 
for he will ſtill pretend that his is the opinion ſup- 
ported by ſcripture, and fo will own that ſcripture 
That ſupports it. e 


From 


>.> 

From this we may be aſſured that in the mouths of 
different perſons, the phraſcs of the ſcripture are \ 

ambiguous and differently underſtood. But what- 

ever may ha yet I have no ſuch to 
i ſuſpect that the like hath actually happened with re- 
j = to our Confeſſions of Faith, (and whenever we 
nd it otherwiſe we ſhall take care to prevent ir 
* in timo. to _ by altering the words they ap- 
H ply to contradictory meanings or putting in thoſe 
of a more determinate fignification in their room) 
on the contrary I find hereticks will not ſubſcribe 
F mp | ſo eaſily pleaſc th wa 
| can't io eth 
with an enter diſtinction; and thcreforel ſee that 
in ſo far they gain their end, and conſequently are 
a more eff method of promoting truth and pu- 
rity, than the ſcheme, that can give no ſatistaction 
| to any perſon even of the ſtrongeſt credulity. For 
. how can we know a mans principles that will not 
declare at all? or how can we truſt to a declara 

tion that we are ſure is deceitful? let none appre- 


yy 2 _ | _ 1 faid, I * 
leaſt derogate from th icuity, or on 
of the 9 this I —_ in the flrongeſt and 
fulleſt terms; and therefore will never receive any 
human creeds in oppoſition to them, but only va- 
lue them ſo far as they are the ſenſe and meaning 
ot the ſcriptures, which only are the perfect rule 
2 of faith and manners. God himſelf appointed fal- 
lible teachers in his church to explain the ſcrip- 
| ' - tures by humgn words, and vindicate them from 
the falle gloſſes others put upon them; yet I am 
perſuaded he never intended this ſhou'd be made 
an argument againſt their perſpicuity or perfection. 
| Wherefore I only claim a right to what 1 have com- 
| miſſion for, viz. to explain them, but ſo as to keep 
the ſenſe and meaning ot them; and to do this does 
not leſſen the ion of the ſeriptures, neither 
does it, to give the true ſenſe of them df 4 
| ons 


> Pe 


5 „ 3 

they are, or we can ſee them tounded upon them. 
But L ſhall proceed to conſider what he farther. 
effcrs for the fupport of his plea in this point. 
The only good method (ſays he) of maintaining and 
gropagating truth, is jo ſet. the evidences of it in a fair | 
light, js will thus prevail, and error will loſs ground : 


| lit s mas's. mind: be comvine'd by yeaſon and be will 
uot need. 8 vote. The import of this is that the 


Subſcribers do not ſet the evidences of truth in a 
clear light, nor take the rational methods of con- 
vincing 2 man's judgment; he muſt mean this if 
he intends any thing to che purpoſe at all; hut how 
juſtly; I. appeal to the impartial world. Have we not 
publiſhed our principles in our of Faith, 
And proved them, as we think, and atteſted them 

by ſ(criptur 


e? if we haye not there ſet the evi- 
dences of truth in a fair light, we ſhall own our 
higheſt obligations to him if he will, ſet them 
in a fairer: if we maintain any falſhood or error, 
let him ſhew us our miſtake, ſo as to convince our 
judgment, and we profeſs our ſelves ready to re- 
nounce it. I could wiſh he wou'd lay himſelf as 
open-to conviction as we have done, by publiſhin 
his principles, and the evidence he has to defend 
them, then we wou'd either be of one mind with 
him if convinc'd, or if not, we wou'd ſave no 
pains to have him brought to a better underſtands 


3 he expoſtulates, what method any of us 
won d take o gain a Pagan or Mahometan fo the faith S 
of the. goſpel ? won d we not endeavour to convince his 1 
mind of the truth of it? wou'd we not in the bef 
manner we cou d repreſent the evidences by which it is 
ſupported, and then leave bim to judge? and if chriſti» 
 anity it ſelf is to be thus propagated, it's an odd whim to 
imagine that the particular principles of it ſbou'd not 
in the ſame manner ſubſiſt in the world. What he 
wou'd be at is, (in few words) that we are to ks 
k the 
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how little influence 1 5 5 n ee . 
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TP lr whe ; ow this cg "haſt . 
be very provided, as our 1 
= that Wear are in es Prone fame manner, whereby 
we preſerve the purity of Uhiriſtian religion among its 
nd es to propagate chriſtian truth 5 Pagans 
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ig never ws; 4 ; ſubſ antial mY to bir * 
* Ws have a 9 from God comaining all — 
47 t believe or practiſe; fince the compliant mg F which 
God has not interp0s' by an infallible teacher i d cids any 
vontraver ies that have bern raiſed concerningth#'irat ſenſe 
of any part of u: and if br Bas not, Mio comes any 
man or b men to have a nf of Judging for another ? 
by fpou's x { Judge or yon, ty mare than yon for me? 
bar ſballwethen do? ies is Mey the unity of chrifti 
oi Rand. ing each e bis own opimion. T thi 
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fon of ſuch Lie ſuch principles, looki 
ſelf bound by Sal of fer Chr to ayoi a op 
rate from him, I cannot byt think it wow'd be a de- 
nying me the daran of tht chriftian liberty and 
priyate judgment that the gentleman and rhoſe of his 
party ſo warmly contend for (when it will anſwer: 
them in any caſe) to force me, whether my confcience* 
will ſuffer me or pot, tobe of his communion. And 
if every priyatechri eee to chooſe what 
certainly a whole 
right to judge and chuſe 
miniſters; if a nvate 


community he ſhall affociate wi 
communi 


who {hall 


91 the ſame 14 5 


E have 2 Pl » right | bo xe _ - 
a communion upon impurities, - 
3 muſt bid an ecernal adicy to both — — ad K. | 
: and it, wou'd bo ory hard bo deny ticks 


 priviledge thacommunity that every N mit har 
2 juſt claim to. But to pu pax the matter poſh we rs 
ropes Bereans judge for chemſclves whether, 
the doctrine of mo poſtles was acc to the for- 
3 revelation th pad of the mind of * and this 
hey are commended for, even tho? they were falli- 
bie men, and tho the apoſtleꝰ's doctrine was ot diyine 
| Inſpiration. Now we only claim the ſame rigbt of 
Judging for others as far as their may af- 
ect us: and this (I think) we 827 righth ao with- 
out the leaſt pretence to infallibility; for in lo doing 


we judge tor our ſelves. bs 
me in 1 


— 


Imight have made another very juſt re 
this argument, but that he has done it for 
words, But yow'll ſay, ſball I keep or admit. 10 chriſtian 
communien a perſon that errs in what 5 effential to 
nityz tbatis ans that is no cbriſtiau at all ꝭ to this he . 
But dg you y ls what you mean when you pronounce a par- 
ticular truth eſſential to chriſtianity or particular error e- 
verſive of it ? who gave you a right to pronounce ſentence ? 

he native inference from this is, that we onght to 
keep communion with all mankind, whatever b 
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moni. he fays there aon d wot be that unity of faul 
D might fr; to chis L add that there cond 
thefefore be no Tach' thing as « communion at all; for 
communion without umon in the molt important 
| truths of Religion implies = Hat contradiction: and 
{arely' there wou d be u diſagreement in of the 
greateſt impor if ſuch a 2 ciple preyail'd. 
1 & for this principle tends tends 1 
le religious ſocieties, and — — a 
de chriſtian commuiion, the foundation 
te laid in dns farb, one hops, one baprifm 3; tos — 
de poſe a mõnſtrous body of Arians, Socimians, vo- 
& Picks, — Pagans, * l 
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men of bad morals (and upon this the ſcripture is 
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# ſuch as are dirty 0 


— ee make worſhiping 

thall cat at the ee and be 
4 taught by 3; the ſame preacher; wh is this hut to 
jumble together light and darknels ? to make a 
&:compoſition !rwixt: God 20d r to . 
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ſcheme of univerſal communion with all * 
N chriſtians or miniſters, nor with the author of 
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f we ought not to have — — 9 


very full) ſo neither ought we to admit intq cammus 
nion men of bad principles, hecauſe of their natural 
tendency to promote immorality : we read, Rom. 1. 
26. that thoſe that changed the truth int a he, God 
Ave them up to vile affeftians. Nor do I know any rea · 
_ 16n'why we ſhould not ſeparate from thoſe that 


receive not the truth at all, as well as from thoſe thay 


have received it but de not obey it. 
Za, In giving inco this princjple I cou'd nor obey 
23 6 rhe goſpel, I am very expreſly com- 
manded, if any man teach contrary ot conſent not to the 
wholeſome words of our Lord Jeſus Chrift and the doctrine 
#hat is according 10 godlineſs to withdraw from, | bim. 
1 Im. 6. 3. compar d with 7. 
45h, Becauſe of the tatal conſequences of a 
church's $ recciving any miniſters among them wWbo 
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immediate deſign of t 
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<« and how can we be anſ 1 — 
© u conſciences, if due care be not taken in 
<« this matter, that in ſuch poĩati the paſtors vf 
« rhe church Munk att the [amo things? tenchem f 
< falſe doctrine are worſe thin nd teachers m alb: 
«for it were better they left the people to them 
ven ſelves, and to their own ' conduct; than cauſe 
them to follow their pernicious; ways, aud whitft 
cc people are under the care of ſuch, they 'ſtiall be 
. by „lat mer aßle to com 10 the „ 
Wd 3bo'reuth, 1 Tim. 8.7. They have abdr 
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vt (6273 
taining thoſe benefits; and arriving dt  fecurity 
concerning ' the faith and qualifications. of their 
teachers. Bur let theinconveniencies be what they 
will, and magnified as you pleaſe; - the author has 
one /univerſal ſalvo for all; viz. That a confiderable di- 
ver ſity of opinions wou d be no great evil, where charity 
prevail d and men were taught to bear with one another; 
. But what charity ſhall I have for men of theſe conſi- 
. derably different opinions that he will keep commu- 
nion with ? ſhall I believe them all ſound in the faith? 
it I were ſuch a credulous fool I ſhou'd have little 
charity for iny ſelf : ſhall 1 believe them unſound ? 
this wou'd be no great length to bring me: ſhall I in 
charity keep communion with them? for the reaſoris 
ady given 1 think the ſcripture that recommends 
all reaſonable charity diſcharges me; or otherwiſe 
will he haveall men to have'charity for Non-declarers, 
when none know their principles? then all men muſt 
believe them in the right, for to ſuſpect them, is calld 
reach ef Cbarity: and if all believe them in the right; 
all muſt believe that they have the ſame way of think- 
ing with themſelves in every important article of 
faith, becauſe all believe themſeives in the right: ſo 
that a Socinian mult charitably believe them Socinians, 
nan Entha/ieft mult take them for Enthuſiaſts, a Papiſi 
for Papiſts. Indeed in my humble judgment, if an 
particular perſon took the united body to be made of A 
all theſe different denominations he cou'd not be groſ- 
1 if once men of all, or conſiderably dif- 
ferent opinions were introduced into the church, and 
; ve have no grounds to believe that any wou'd be refu- 
ſed acceſs by any excluſive terms they have ever yet 
given us, for our judgment, or our charity, to work 
n | 
oe more, becauſe chatity is ſo often and ſo warm- 
ly recommended to us, and we ſo often upbraided with 
the want of ity I can't here omit ſaying ſomething in 
Dur oven vindication ; and that by freely owning that 
IJ can't have charity for Nonſubſcribers, in that large 
e Gon: D degree 


0 (26) | | 
degree of. it that they wou d recommend, upon theſe 
two accounts, tho? I might.add many mores 
I, Becauſe, tho' they once gave evidences of their 
ſoundneſs in the faith, by declaring t heir belief of 
thole articles that our church always allow'd to be 
doctrines of the greateſt importance, and ſubſcribing 
them as the articles of their faith; =Y reaſoning 
. oftentimes ſince againſt ſuch methods of procedure, 
tis evident they have renounc'd all ſubſcriptions and 


declarations that they made before, and ſo leave us as 


much in the dark as if we had received no ſatisfaction 
of them at the firſt. But this is not all, for 
2 qly, I. ſuppoſe tis too evident to bedeny'd, that 


many of em (not to ſay all) have alter'd their uſual 


. Doxologies in the concluſion of their prayers, where- 


in they were wont to aſcribe the ſame Glorious Perfecti- 
ons to all the perſons of the Sacred Trinity; and now 
do it in ſuch words as will not infer an equality: whe- 
we this be tact I ſubmit to their own hearers to be my 
udges. | SLES: I 33 

4 This remark makes the deeper impreſſions upon me 
when I call to mind that the Nonſubſcribers in England 
altered their Doxologies, and tho' for ſonic time they 
conceal'd the grounds of their ſo doing, yet after- 
wards Jaid the 1 principle aſide, as a tem- 
.porary inſtitution, and avow'd themſelves what we 
wou'd call Demi-arians ; yea Mr. Pierce in his Weftern 
2 giving an account of the differences twixt 
Subſcribers and Nonſubſcribers gives allo the reaſons of 
the alteration of his and his brerhren's Doxologies, and 
that becauſe he cou'd not alcribe equal glory to Chriſt, 
or to the Holy Ghoſt, as to the Father. He will not 
there have Chriſt ro be any more than a ſubordinate 
and depending God, and in purſuance of that juſtifies 
another Vonſubſcriber, in ſaying that Chriſt is God and 
a is King George; and of the Holy Ghoſt he ſays 
that he can't find that a Kingdom js aſcribed to him, or glo- 
. ry given him, from the firſt of Geneſis, to the laſt 12 = 
Revelations. Now, ſeting the Nonſubſcribers in Ireland 


have 


C: 


4 


ha 


: | | WV 
23 
have alter d their uſual Doxologies as generally receiv'd, 
and as (I believe) xheir hearers can teſtify ; if they will 
aſſure us they have not done it upon the ſame acc 
.. T:will: then, and not till then charitably believe it. 
And ſince they have ſet themſelves at large from our 
diſcipline, and can no longer cry out of /mipoſitioni, I 
they will ſome way or other free us of thoſe ſcru- 
ples by being full tert "his dofrine; and ſo give us 
cauſe to hee in — rather chan mourn 
for their guilt. 
I I proceed to conſider the e that he 
ſuppoſes attend the other fide of the — 

Here he mentions only one, 2 
R le 
ture, a power to pronounce things true, and impoſe 
articles of the chriſtian faith, then we ; ſoa all bop — hos : 
not only very erronebus creeds 3 | anathema” os 
but we ſhall haue hierarchy, a purgatory, indul · 
gences, and tranſubſtantiation it ſelf, 72 the exer- 
ciſe of ecclefiaſtical power gr — 2 22 of 
all power. The whole ; words th of the ar tis, - 
that we muſt have no ereeds feaſt we ſhould have erro- 
neous ones, that there muſt be no _— in the church 
leaſt it become tyrannical and arbi Bur ſhould 
we acknowledge that Confeſſions have been ſometimes 
abuſed, and made the occafion of the evils complain'd 
of, yet this will be no argument againſt the uſe of 
Confe Nons, and the benefits which may be reap'd by 
them, becauſe the beſt and nobleſt things in the world 
have had the ſame fate, and have been perverted by the 
corruptions of mankind, to the moſt unworthy pur- 
poſes. The moſt meek and peaccable religion that e- 
ver appear'd in the world gave riſe to the molt furious 
animoſities and unnatural cruelt ies; the great founda- 
tion of the goſpel, the Croſs of Chriſt was to the = a 
umbling block, and 10 the Greeks fooliſbneſs. 
therefore all theſe things to be rejected? or 5 


theſe evils that ſpring from the depravity and weak- | 


ef of mankind, be juſtly attributed to the innocent 
occaſion 
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